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“But” 

Numbers 22 

 Word of welcome 

 Song: 169: 1-3 

 Intercession prayer 

 Votum (Opening prayer): Psalm 122 

 Blessing 

 Hymn of praise: Psalm 84: 1-3 (Totius) 

 Law: James 4:17 

 Confession of sin: Song 528:1-3 

 Word of grace 

 Confession of faith: Nicea 

 Song: 254 (2x) 

 Prayer 

 Scripture reading: Jeremia 29:1-14 

Balaam is a really strange figure in the Bible. He was a man with a 
great reputation. Influential. Famous. He lives outside the Promised 
Land, but he also knows about prayer. He knew the Lord, but was 
also available to pronounce a curse or blessing if the payment was 
right. And then perhaps the strangest and for which he is especially 
remembered: his donkey spoke! The apostle Peter tells us why this 
donkey spoke: “to put an end to the prophet's madness.” At first 
glance, Balaam looks and sounds like a true prophet of the Lord. He 
does not want to do anything without first consulting the Lord. And 
then the Lord gives him a clear answer (Num. 22:12). And we read 
how Balaam carefully executes this answer of the Lord. This would 
have remained one of the most striking words of the prophet if 
Balaam had just placed a full stop after it and not followed it up with 



a comma and a but. If only he had refused to play a role in this story 
of the battle between God's people and His enemies. Balaam's name 
could surely have been added to the heroes of faith in Hebrews 11 if 
only he had considered the matter settled. After all, Balaam already 
knows what he must do, he has heard it clearly from the Lord and 
clearly confessed before the messengers. But then there is a but. 

The moment of the greatest triumph on Jesus' path of suffering also 
lies at such a crossroads where He can say in Gethsemane: “Father, if 
it is possible, let this cup of suffering pass from me. Yet do not do as 
I please, but as You will.” Let us not, like Balaam, put a comma and 
a but behind God's Word, but like Christ a definite point. Where the 
Balaam’s of this world repeatedly leads our faith to question marks 
and commas, this morning we will rediscover that we cannot 
compose the music of our own salvation. Taking our own path will 
not Let our souls rest. Only the sola fide and the solus Christus. 
Mercifully, the solas of the Reformation are not the remnants of a 
backward paradigm. It is an expression of an unchanging assertio. 
From the hand of God. For anyone who takes the Bible in hand. Also 
in this time. 

 Prayer 

 Song: 541:1-3 

 Blessing 

 Amen 

Belgic confession (1563): Article 3: The Written Word of God 

We confess that this Word of God was not sent nor delivered “by 
human will,” but that “men and women moved by the Holy Spirit 
spoke from God,” as Peter says.1 Afterward our God— with special 
care for us and our salvation— commanded his servants, the prophets 
and apostles, to commit this revealed Word to writing. God, with his 
own finger, wrote the two tables of the law. Therefore we call such 
writings holy and divine Scriptures. 12 Pet. 1:21 


